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Con3|der|ng the giving of our wealth to

thdwdrk olthe church... “Here it comes
— the church is asking for money again!”
No, not necessarily! We are just going to
consider what the Bible has to say about
mgne and how the church at St. Paul’s
na%és the money that we receive.

I the OId Testament God asked the peo-
plg ofjlsrael to give a tithe. This is dedi-
cating a tenth of the wealth they had to
God to support the temple priests and the
needy. Inthe New Testament, Jesus
Himself speaks of tithing when He chides
the Pharisees for keeping the tithe, but
ignoring more important things like justice,
peace and faith (Mt 23:23). Even so, He
tells them they ought to tithe. St. Paul tells
us in 2 Corinthians ch9 that giving should
be done cheerfully rather than as an obli-
gation and not for recognition. St. Paul
also urged people to use God'’s given gifts
diligently to support the work of the church
and to help the needy. Scripture says
generous giving is acknowledgement that
everything we have is a gift from God to
be used in God’s service. It is important
to remember that God knows all about
our needs and knows if we are heavily
burdened. Giving should come from a
sense of gratitude for all that we have, not
from a sense of feeling pressured. Our
job is to pray and listen to our conscience
and know that God cares about all our
needs. Remember the story about the
widow’s mite that to God was worth more
that the wealthy man’s tithe?

from Nancy Faulds

That being said, let's consider how a
budgetis setup at St. Paul’s. We use
what is called a “Faith Budget.”This is
where we plan a budget based on the
ministry we hope to accomplish and us-
ing the previous year’s expenses to
guide us. We don’t worry if the pledg-
es don'’t totally meet the figure decided
on. We plan on God'’s promise to pro-
vide for our needs. We have seen
good examples of this with the roof and
furnace expenses having been met
due to generous donations for which
we praise God! A generous friend of St.
Paul’s is challenging us by matching
$100 gifts toward the $5400 step and
sidewalk repair. Already $1,085 has
been donated!

There are many expenses built into the
operation of a church: salaries, pen-
sions, housing allowance, payroll taxes,
and insurance, building expenses like
heat, light, water, and sewer. All of these
expenses keep St. Paul’s running and
ready for ministry. This past month we
needed to borrow $6,000 from Thrivent
because our income did not cover our
expenses. Our sources of income in-
clude pledges and a monthly amount
from Zion for the shared expense of
having our wonderful pastor. We re-
ceive monthly rent from the parsonage.
We also have investments that pay us
interest. In addition, of course we have
many members who volunteer their tal-
ents to help keep St. Paul’s running
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